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Dear Friends,
As most of you will know by now, I stepped down as the Club
Treasurer and as a committee member at the 2021 AGM after
many years in these roles. At various times I was the Club
Secretary and Vice President, and also assisted Alan Jennings,
many years ago now, with putting the club magazine together.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time assisting in the running of the
club. But it was indeed time to move on and let fresh blood take
over and guide the club into the future. There is also some
unfinished Club business that I want to complete - I’ll talk
further down about what that is – and time is running out.
I’d like to express my very grateful thanks for the support and
help given to me by many fellow committee members over the
years when discharging my duties. Many friendships have arisen
from my involvement on the committee.
At the AGM, it was very pleasing to see a fresh batch of members
stepping up to help determine the way forward for the club. It’s
something that we have not seen for many years, so well done to
those new committee members for rising to the occasion and
thank you to those existing committee members who have agreed
to continue on and guide the club forward.
I’m very pleased that Ross Middlemass has agreed to take over as
the Club Treasurer. You can be assured that the Club’s financial
affairs are in very safe and capable hands and that he will give
wise council at the committee meetings.
My stepping down from the committee doesn’t mean it’s the last
you’ll see of me. Alongside my role as Treasurer, I’ve also been
the club archivist for many years. However, I’ve always
struggled to find sufficient time to discharge this role while
undertaking committee and Treasury work; other than just being
the custodian of the Club’s archives. (Ten boxes and counting!)

I’ve agreed to continue as the Club archivist as I feel it’s
unfinished business for me. I intend to put the Club’s archives
into good order and catalogue key moments in the Club’s history.
I also intend to find interesting items and articles from the
Club’s past that may have been forgotten over the years and
bring them forward for your enjoyment.
I won’t commit to producing more than four Newsletters a year
but you can be assured the articles and items included will be
interesting and hopefully of the “I didn’t know that” variety.
My first article follows this introduction. Although not about
our Club, it’s an interesting story about the return of an historic
item that once belonged to Cecil Kimber.
In closing, I would like to thank the committee (and members
generally) for the very kind honour that was bestowed on Marie
and I at the AGM. The awarding of Life Memberships was totally
unexpected but very humbling. Thank you.
____________________________________
Now for the interesting account of the return of Cecil’s desk
after 40 years
In a recent Otago Southland Centre Newsletter article, we
published an interesting story from Alex and Dorothy Dempster
in which they met the German gentleman who dines off Cecil
Kimber’s dining table.
This time I tell you about Cecil Kimber’s desk that has been
returned to Kimber House (the home of the MG Car Club in
Abingdon). One of the Club’s goals is to preserve the MG brand’s
heritage for future generations, especially items of significance
to the marque. It’s archive, based at Clubhouse Kimber House, is a
perfect example of this.
Recently one very special item joined the collection, Cecil
Kimber’s desk (left photo below). Originally sold in 1981 as part
of the MG Abingdon factory closure and clearance, the auction
catalogue described it as “the first made item of furniture when
the MG Motor Company started”.
The desk seems to have been specifically designed for (or
perhaps by) Kimber. There is a side panel which extends to allow a
second person to sit beside him for a meeting. The drawers have
some clever mechanisms to hide compartments.
Kimber House reports that the desk is in need of some restoration
and asks if any member has the necessary skills and would like to
volunteer to undertake this task.

Rumour had it that Kimber only used green ink… evidence of this
can be found inside one of the drawers!
When I (Russell Walker) visited Kimber House in 2018 (my third
visit!), I was able to view Cecil’s fur car coat, typewriter and his
chair. It’s wonderful that these items are returning to the home
of MG.
PS 1 Cecil must have had a number of office desks as the most
common photo of Cecil sitting at his work desk (right photo)
shows a much larger flat desk without raised surrounds (or was
this a posed shot for publicity purposes?)
PS 2 As a slight aside, did you know …that the MG Car Club made
bren guns (a light machine gun) during the second world war
alongside making MG cars.
Best regards
Russell Walker – Club archivist
MG Car Club (Otago Southland Centre)

All correspondence welcomed on Club matters. You can contact me at:
russellwalker15@gmail.com

