From the Club archivist
Issue 2: November 2021

Dear Friends,
Since writing the first Newsletter, I’ve been busy trawling
through the boxes of club archives to identify interesting
aspects from the club’s past that you might find interesting or at
least informative.
The earliest (and I believe the first) club magazine is dated
August 1976. Prior to this date, communication with members was
via a Newsletter. I’ve included a photograph of the first
magazine cover below. I recall the cover design was based on a
drawing by Alan Jennings. Alan was a very able artist and had a
wonderful ability to draw cars – particularly MG’s. You may
recall he was so much of an MG fan that he named his son such
that his initials were M G. (Was it Michael George? Anyone
remember?)
If anyone has club material from the early-days I would welcome
it being added to the archives.
_________________________________
Formation of our club
A number of emails from members in response to the first
Newsletter have asked when the club was established.
Let’s have a look at some dates.
Ok, so we know that the MG Car Club in the UK was established in
1930 – we celebrated 90 years in October last year.
Then we have the MG Car Club of New Zealand being formed in
1952 followed by the MG Car Club South Island Centre Inc
emerging in 1960.
then we find a comment in the South Island Centre Bulletin of
December 1967 that the club’s name has been changed to The MG

Car Club (Canterbury Centre) Inc “due to the fact that the Otago
Centre has now been incorporated as a group”.
I suspect that the use of the term “incorporated” has been used in
its broadest sense as the Otago Centre was actually registered
under the Incorporated Societies Act in December 2005.
Going back to the South Island Centre Bulletin of December
1967, we see reference to the “Southland Sub-Centre” but no
reference to an Otago Sub-centre. Interesting stuff.
I recall that Harry Hedges said that the Otago MG Car Club was
spun out from the Otago Sports Car club. This may or may not
have been correct.
Further uncertainty arises when in a November 1974
Newsletter, the then Club President, Keith Hunter, talks about
the temporary loss of two valued members (Wayne Marsh and
Barry Russell – who, with their wives, were heading to the UK
for an extended period). In the article Keith says “I shall here
thank Barry and Wayne for their roles as midwives attending the
rebirth of the club”. This tends to suggest that the club had gone
into recess for a period and was re-emerging again under the
guidance of the two said gentlemen. Keith then goes onto say
“We’ll have to feed the thing ourselves next year so that it
survives the months until their return.” Indeed, the club has
survived for a further 47 years so far. Long may it continue.
So, there we have it. While the date of the formation of the Otago
Centre is not really clear let’s not worry too much about when
we came into being. We are here now and hopefully we’ll have
many years ahead of us.
If any readers have more information about the history of the
club, please do let me know.
______________________________________________
Change of name
We of course changed the name of our centre to include
reference to “Southland” in August 2015. At that stage,
somewhere around 40% of our members resided in Southland so it
was felt very appropriate to update our centre name to be more
representative of the location of our members.
While on the subject of Otago and Southland, here’s a piece of
(useless!) trivia for you. Did you know that the original Otago
Province actually encompassed what we know today as Otago
and Southland? Then it was divided up into two counties: Bruce
and Wallace. The dividing line between the two was nothing like
the current boundary. It was more of an east/west division. This

all changed in 1861 when the Southland Province came into
being. So, we really are just one big “happy” club.
______________________________________________
Membership changes over the last 25 years
Another interesting document amongst the club records is a list
of Club members from September 1996. At that date the club had
78 members while today we have around 50.
Comparing the two membership lists is revealing. Only ten of the
original seventy-eight are still members. It’s good to see them
staying the course.
Going back to our first Magazine of August 1976, there is only
one name included there who is still a club member – yes yours
truly! Gosh I feel old! (A voice in my head says – well you are!)
The other thing from the membership list that’s an eye opener is
the change in the mix of MG cars owned by members. In 1996,
twenty-two cars were pre – MGB/Midgets eg T-types, MGA’s etc
while today we have only a couple of these models as most
members cars now are MGB’s plus the more modern MG’s. Where
have all the early MG cars gone? Out of town and overseas I
suspect.
___________________________________________
Closing remarks
Please keep all those letters (emails) and postcards rolling in.

Regards
Russell Walker
Club Archivist
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